2021 Joint Commission and CMS Crosswalk: Comparing Hospital Standards and CoPs

Introduction
Contents of the Book
What’s New
How to Use the Crosswalks
The Structure of the Standards and CoPs

Potential Limitations with the Crosswalks

Part 1: Understanding Deemed Status
What Is Deemed Status?
Tying Accreditation to the CCN
Sidebar 1-1. Federal Definitions of Hospital and Psychiatric Hospital
How Does My Hospital Achieve Joint Commission Accreditation for Deemed Status
Purposes?
The Unannounced Survey
Tracer Methodology
Medical Record Review
Planning for the On-Site Visit
Figure 1-1. Survey Documents Checklist for Hospitals
Sidebar 1-2. Updates from CMS
Pursuing the Early Survey Policy Option
How Do We Know What Requirements to Meet?
Ensuring Equivalency Between Requirements
Sidebar 1-3. Maintaining Life Safety Equivalencies
New! Understanding Waivers
What Are 1135 Waivers?
How Long Does an 1135 Waiver Last?
Sidebar 1-4: Preparing 1135 Waiver Requests
Figure 1-2: Template for Your 1135 Waiver Request Letter



Sidebar 1-5: COVID-19 Emergency Declaration Blanket Waivers for Health Care
Providers
What Happens If a Joint Commission Surveyor Identifies Noncompliance?
Accreditation Decisions and Risk Levels
Sidebar 1-6. Accreditation Decision Categories
Sidebar 1-7. Evidence of Standards Compliance Process
On-Site Follow-up Survey for a Condition-Level Deficiency
How Will We Learn About Our Joint Commission Survey Findings?
How Will CMS Be Notified of Our Joint Commission Survey Results?
Figure 1-3. Sample Excerpts from an Accreditation Report
Figure 1-4. Sample Notification Letter
Complaint Investigations
Disparity in Survey Findings
Figure 1-5. Medicare Statement of Deficiencies and Plan of Correction
What Is a CMS Validation Survey?

Part 2: 2021 Joint Commission and CMS Hospital Crosswalk
Complete comparison between the CoPs applicable to acute care hospitals and the equivalent

Joint Commission standards and EPs.

Part 3: 2021 Joint Commission and CMS Psychiatric Hospital Crosswalk
Complete comparison between the additional special CoPs for psychiatric hospitals and the

equivalent Joint Commission standards and EPs
Part 4: Joint Commission Hospital Standards/EPs Equivalent to CoPs
Reverse crosswalk listing Joint Commission hospital requirements with comparable CoP

numbers, showing equivalencies in the opposite direction from the crosswalk provided in Part 2.

Part 5: Joint Commission Psychiatric Hospital Standards/EPs Equivalent to CoPs



Reverse crosswalk listing Joint Commission hospital requirements with comparable special
psychiatric hospital CoP numbers, showing equivalencies in the opposite direction from the

crosswalk provided in Part 3.



